
Rangers  exercise  new  way  to  patrol  the  parks
This season you will

see rangers riding in new
vehicles, actually on—
bicycles.  A nationwide
trend at Corps parks is
bringing park rangers out
of the familiar white
ranger Jeeps and onto
outfitted 18-speed moun-
tain bikes, complete with
portable radios and first-
aid kits.  

This season marks the
beginning of the bike
patrol at Thurmond Lake.
Nine enthusiastic, experi-
enced park rangers vol-
unteered for the program
and were put through a rigorous
two-day training in bike patrol
techniques, safety, and mainte-
nance.  Rangers say they like the
new way to get around the parks,
are looking forward to the
increased contact with park visi-
tors, and don’t mind staying in
shape while on the job.  Lake
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There is a new organization
out on the water working to keep
you safe— the Thurmond Lake
Sail and Power Squadron.
Formed by former members of
other squadrons, the Thurmond
Lake Power Squadron began
meeting in January 2000.  Formal
approval for the new squadron
came in June 2000 from United

Squadron works
in the communi-
ties around
Thurmond Lake.
The group has
developed a new
water-safety mas-
cot, Splash, the
Turtle.  Splash’s
message, like
ours, is “Wear a
life jacket.” The
group used tal-
ents within the
squadron to
keep their costs down in creating
the new turtle mascot graphics,
which include a brochure and
refrigerator magnet.  A new video
was also produced for distribution
to schools in Abbeville, McCormick
and Lincoln counties.  Various
agencies, including the Corps of
Engineers, supported the
squadron’s efforts by providing
additional water-safety materials
for 2,500 students.        

Other projects the group has
undertaken include a Family Fun
Day at Savannah Lakes Marina,
vessel safety checks, navigation
buoy surveys, and “Boat Smart”
classes.  

For more information on boat
safety checks, contact Bill Voigt
(864) 391-3726.  For information
on other programs sponsored by
the group, call Sandra Pugh,
Public Relations Officer, (864) 391-
3079.

Bike patrol Ranger Pepper Shields assists a visitor.   

Continued on page 3

managers see the program as a
way for the rangers to be more
visible to the public, and more
approachable.  And there is an
added monetary benefit to the
government because of the esca-
lating cost of gas.  

Early reaction to the program

“Be Turtle Safe
and always wear
a life vest.”
(Used with permission of the
Thurmond Lake Sail and
Power Squadron, USPS,
District 26)

States Power Squadrons.® The
group, which has grown from 18
founding members to more than
145, is currently under the com-
mand of Jack Haffeman.  

The Thurmond Lake Power
Squadron’s mission is to promote
boating safety and boating safety
education.  Operating under a
grant from BoatU.S., the Power

New boating-safety advocates make a ‘splash’



Eagles suffer a tough winter, 16 die from AVM
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Thurmond Lake bald eagles have suffered through
an extremely bad winter.  Through May of this year,
16 have succumbed to the devastating disease, AVM
(Avian Vacuolar Myelinopathy).  Most of the dead
were immature birds, but four mature eagles perished
also.  This disease, which has been
diagnosed in other birds on
Thurmond Lake, is fatal
and, to date, has no
known cause or cure.

Last December the
head of the national task
force for AVM held a meeting at
Thurmond lake with state and
federal biologists. The results
of the meeting were not
encouraging since scientists
are no closer to finding a
cause for the disease, which
was first diagnosed in 1995 at
DeGray Lake in Arkansas.  The Southeastern
Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS), part of
the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Georgia, is the lead research team in our area.   AVM
has not been linked to any known diseases, toxins, or
herbicides. Some speculate the cause could be a com-
bination of several factors, including lake turnover in

the fall. The Corps has been working closely with
SCWDS to collect samples of coots, a migratory water-
fowl, which are the apparent link to the disease in the

eagles.
The coots possibly contract the

disease here at Thurmond Lake or
bring it with them when they migrate in

for the winter.  As the disease progresses,
the birds show symptoms such as erratic flight,
inability to fly, and/or floating upside down.

These obviously sick birds are easy prey for the
eagles, who then catch and eat them and become
infected with the disease.  Once the eagles contract
the disease, they die within four to seven days.

Anyone finding a dead or dying
eagle is asked to notify the Corps
of Engineers or your local state
biologist.

The good news is that the
disease disappears or becomes

dormant as the weather warms up. Usually by April
the disease is gone.

More good news is that we have three active bald
eagle nests around Thurmond Lake and, to date, five
eaglets have hatched. Hopefully, all the nests will be
successful.  Anyone seeing eagles or their nests
around the lake is asked to give the birds a wide

Exhibits are being built at press time to update the Thurmond
Lake Visitor Center. If you’ve been by recently, you know the center
has been painted and has new flooring and carpet. Visitors will
continue to have access to information, services, and the offices
during the renovations and during installation of the new exhibits.

Visitor Center facelift underway

The good news is that the disease
disappears or becomes dormant as
the weather warms up.  Usually by
April the disease is gone.

The change-out date for dock flotation is drawing near!  All
open cell bead board dock flotation billets must be removed from
the waters of J. Strom Thurmond Lake by Dec. 31. All old flotation
must be disposed of properly.  Please let us know if you are aware
of anyone leaving old billets in the lake or disposing of them on
public property. Help keep Thurmond Lake in its clean and pristine
condition! Call the Shoreline Management Section for more infor-
mation or to report unauthorized dumping activities: Dial 1-800-
533-3478, then press 6.

Dock flotation reminder

The new Thurmond Lake Shoreline
Management Plan, dated January 2001,
is now in effect.  The new plan brings
more uniformity to underbrushing per-
mits for adjacent property owners.  As
shoreline use permits are renewed,
rangers will contact the permit holders to
discuss any changes in underbrushing
limits.  Contact the Shoreline
Management Section for additional infor-
mation or a copy of the plan.  Thurmond
Lake Shoreline information and the 2001
plan are also available online at
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/tsmp/ 

Copies of new shoreline 
management plan available  



Bike patrol
Continued from front page

Places  where  you  can  buy  
Corps  annual  passes

J. Strom Thurmond Lake Visitor Center
Campgrounds [Petersburg, Winfield,

Raysville, Broad River, Mt. Carmel, Modoc, Ridge
Road, Big Hart, Hawe Creek, Hesters Ferry]

Day-Use Areas [West  Dam, Lake Springs,
Amity, Parksville, Cherokee]

Cliatt’s Crossing Raco Service Station in
Lincoln County, located at the intersection of
Highways 220 and 47. A Corps annual pass
costs $25 and is valid January through
December.

This year the day-use fees are  simplified to
$2 per vehicle— the same price charged for
boat launching since 1994.  Until this year, the
fee cap for vehicles was $3.  Golden Age and
Golden Access Passports entitle cardholders to
50 percent off day-use fees or annual passes.   

has been positive for rangers and customers.
Thurmond Lake’s bike patrol program is the second
on the Savannah River— Hartwell Lake has been
using bikes since 2000.  The Corps has bike patrol
programs at many other lake and waterway projects,
including St. Lucie Locks in Florida, Grapevine Lake in
Texas, and Blue Marsh Lake in Pennsylvania. 

For more information, contact Chief Ranger Jeff
Rose at 1-800-533-3478, ext. 1121.

Renovation of Modoc Campground continues.
Modernization of this campground will be a two-year
process.  During the winter and spring, crews con-
structed new sites and improved existing sites in two
loops of the campground.  On April 1, most of the
new sites were ready for campers, bringing the camp-
ground's total to 62 sites.  Water service to the new
sites is complete.  Electrical service will begin soon.
Getting in and out of the campground is easier with
an improved entrance station, complete with addition-
al parking and inside counter service.  A new sanitary

Work to modernize Modoc Campground continues

trailers, boats, and live wells are free of aquatic plants
before leaving the launching area. 

Adjoining property owners may treat hydrilla
around their docks provided they obtain a permit from
the Thurmond Lake Office.  There is no charge for the
permit.  Only individuals with the proper state licenses
(aquatic plant category) may apply the herbicide.

For additional information on aquatic plant man-
agement at Thurmond Lake, contact Chief Ranger
Allen at 1-800-533-3478, ext. 1111, Ranger David
Williamson, ext. 1188, or visit the Natural Resources
Management page on our website at
www.sas.usace.army.mil

Thurmond Lake managers plan to treat approxi-
mately 100 acres of hydrilla in Thurmond Lake with
aquatic herbicides in late July or August.  This action
should reduce the potential impacts the aquatic vege-
tation may have on Corps recreation areas and public
marinas during the summer and fall.  These plans are
subject to change dependent upon lake levels, plant
abundance and available funds.

Hydrilla is considered a noxious aquatic weed
throughout much of the United States.  However, in
Thurmond Lake, hydrilla has not caused many of the
problems associated with shallow lakes in the
Southeast where it is present.  The known distribution
of hydrilla has affected less than 5 percent of the lake.  

Hydrilla goes dormant during the winter and re-
sprouts from the root system during the late spring
and summer. It affects shoreline use in shallow areas,
especially during the late summer and fall.  Due to the
lower than normal lake level, the hydrilla will be more
noticeable this summer.  However, the vast majority of
the lake will remain navigable.  

Boaters are encouraged to make sure their boat

Hydrilla treatment planned for late July or August

dump station is nearly complete.  
One loop of the campground's remaining two

loops will remain closed while those sites are renovat-
ed.  All the open sites at Modoc are available for first-
come- first-served camping this season.  For more infor-
mation, call Chief Ranger Jeff Rose, 1-800-533-3478,
ext. 1121.  

To make camping reservations at the other nine
campgrounds here, call the National Recreation
Reservation Service (NRRS), 1-877-444-6777 or on-line
at www.reserveusa.com 
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Fireworks will light the night sky over the lakes dur-
ing the holiday weekend!  Professional fireworks shows
are scheduled for both Hartwell and Thurmond Lakes
this year.  State forestry agencies, local fire depart-
ments, and the Corps projects will take extra precau-
tions to prevent fire related problems.  No unautho-
rized fireworks are permitted on Corps land, and the
severe drought should prohibit fireworks in the entire
Savannah River basin.   

Common sense says any unattended fire, lit ciga-

rette, or illegal fire-
works could cause
extensive fire damage
in dry conditions.
Remember:  Fire-
works are dangerous
and injuries can be deadly.  
Leave the fireworks to the professionals, sit 
back and relax! 

Three shows have been permitted for 2001 at
Thurmond Lake. All shows start at dusk.

July 3 – Little River Marina 
July 4 – Tradewinds Marina   
July 6 – Amity Recreation Area (sponsored 

by Raysville Boat Club)

HHAAVVEE  AA  HHAAPPPPYY  AANNDD  SSAAFFEE

Drought information about Corps lakes in the South-
east is available at the Savannah District’s homepage,
www.sas.usace.army.mil  Click on “Drought Informa-
tion” to view Thurmond Lake’s latest ramp and beach
conditions. Current lake levels and power generation
schedules are updated daily. For the latest informa-
tion, call 1-800-533-3478, then press 4.

Leave the fireworks to professionals

Savannah District


